ELECTROLYTE DISTURBANCES - HYPERKALAEMIA
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If a patient on low molecular weight heparin develops hyperkalaemia, what should be done to
discover whether this is drug-induced?

One method of identifying low molecular weight heparin (LMWH) as the cause of hyperkalemia is to
reduce the dietary intake of potassium to see if the condition improves. The use of lactulose,
chronological investigation and the stopping and starting of LMWH are other methods to discover if
the condition is drug induced (Scalese, 2016).

Scalese MJ. Profound hyperkalemia associated with thromboprophylactic enoxaparin. Ther Adv Drug Saf.
2016;7: 120-1
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Not found an answer to your question? Wish to suggest an edit to this document?
Please contact the BCGP Clinical Effectiveness Librarian at bedsideclinicalguidelines@uhnm.nhs.uk
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